
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE TOWN OF SUFFIELD 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION 
October 21, 2008 

 
Commission Members Present: Chairman Tom Wardell, Vice Chairman Guy 
Boccasile, Tony Roncaioli, William Murty and George Rodgers and recording secretary, 
Christine Koren. Absent: Elaine DeFocie. Also present Public Works Director Jack 
Muska, and Landfill Superintendent Robert Heinz.  Mr. Wardell called the meeting to 
order at 7:01 p.m. in the Town Hall on Tuesday, October 21, 2008.    
 
Minutes:  Mr. Rodgers made a motion, seconded by Mr. Murty, to approve the Minutes 
of June 17, 2008. The motion was approved by unanimous vote.   Mr. Murty made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Rodgers to approve the Minutes of September 16, 2008. The 
motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
                
Public Comment: 
None 
 
Public Works Director’s Report: 
Landfill Expansion: Jack Muska was present and submitted a copy of a letter from 
Anchor Engineering to the D.E.P. regarding the expansion plans for the Landfill. If 
approved by the D.E.P. approximately 200,000 cubic yards of additional bulky waste 
disposal capacity would result in approximately 40 additional years of operating life at 
the Landfill. If the Plan by Anchor is accepted by D.E.P., there will be a permitting 
process which will include topo maps, etc.  The cost for the application for a permit and 
the plan will be about $35,000 to $44,000. This will be put into the budget for next year. 
 
Middle School Roofing Project: Mr. Muska said that Phase I and II are complete. They 
are still working on the punch list for Phase II. The School Building Committee and 
Board of Education has to approve the project before the Town can apply to SFU for 
reimbursement. 
 
Bridge Street School Study Group-the group who is studying the Bridge Street School 
will make a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen in January.  Currently the group 
has voted to keep the building heated this winter to prevent further deterioration. Public 
Works is currently buttoning up the building for winter by covering the windows, etc. 
 
Facilities Maintenance Plan: Facilities Manager John Cloonan has completed the report 
for the Town’s buildings. The electrical system at the Library needs to be upgraded and 
ADA requirements will be top priority projects, along with the Heating & Air 
Conditioning. 
 
New High School ADA violations: The School Building Committee and Building 
Inspector have recommended that this report be challenged.  Many of the violations sited 



were not part of the Building Code at the time the school was built. Some of the 
violations are minor in nature and will be corrected. This matter falls under the Board of 
Ed and is not really a Public Works issue. 
 
Calvary Church Conversion to Senior Center: The Grant has been awarded to Suffield.  
The Town will hold a Town Meeting in December to accept the Grant.  There are 18 
architectural firms which have submitted a proposal to Public Works to do the conversion 
and all proposals are currently being reviewed.  A selection of an Architect will be made 
after Town Meeting approval. 
 
Vo-Ag Grant:  The purchase of 10 acres from the Cannon Family will go to Town 
Meeting for approval in December.  There is currently $4.2 million left in the Vo-Ag 
Grant which will be used for the purchase of land, the construction of a large animal 
facility and also the construction of a Bridge connecting Bruce Park with the High 
School.  
 
Landfill Superintendent’s Report: 
Mr. Heintz reported that CRRA after they have closed the Landfill in December, they 
will grind non-processed materials at a cost for disposal at $85/ton at the Hartford 
Landfill. Mr. Heintz said he took 26 loads or 86 tons of furniture for a cost of $7,400 for 
disposal.  
 
Add on Sticker sales are down this year. 
 
The Landfill will be open for Leaf Disposal which started Sunday, October 26th and will 
continue through November 24th. The landfill will accept leaves from residents on 
Sundays from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. in addition to Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 
 
Work on the entrance to the Landfill has been put on hold due to a lack of sufficient 
funding when the bids came in.  This work will wait now since the work for the landfill 
expansion may take place.   
 
Next Meeting:  Mr. Wardell said that he would like to have Ed Basile come in for the 
November meeting to discuss the Facility Plan for the schools. He also said that 
nominations and the election of Chairman and Vice Chairman will take place at the 
November meeting. Mr. Wardell’s term will be completed in November 2008 and has 
elected not to be reappointed to the Commission.  

 
Adjournment:  There being no further business before the Commission, Mr. Roncaioli 
made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rodgers to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. The motion was 
approved by unanimous vote.  
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
     Christine Koren, Recording Secretary 
 



NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, November 18th at 7 p.m. town hall conference room 
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