
MINUTES 
 

SUFFIELD PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
MONTHLY MEETING 

MAY 11, 2011 
 

The Suffield Parks & Recreation Commission held its regular meeting on Wednesday, 
May 11, 2011, at 230C Mountain Road, Conference Room. 
 
ATTENDANCE: ...............................Lou Casinghino, Chairman 
............................................................Cindy Nicholson, Vice Chairman 
............................................................Leeayn Burke, Clerk  
............................................................Kerri Milne 
............................................................Michael Roccanti 
 
ABSENT:...........................................Brian Casinghino 
............................................................Bill Clark 
............................................................Gerry Crane 
............................................................David Rusnock 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:...............Wendy J. LaMontagne, Director 
 
In Lou’s absence, Cindy Nicholson opened the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT:  None 
 
MINUTES: 
 
Mike made a motion to accept the minutes.  Kerri seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Wendy said that she received an email from Friends of Suffield 
informing the department that it will receive a grant of $500.00 to be used for a summer 
concert for children.  Wendy said that Les Julian (children/family entertainer) will hold a 
concert in July. 
 
Wendy also received a letter from the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, Amiel P. 
Zak Public Service Fund, informing her that she was awarded a grant for $5,700.00.  This 
is for a pavilion project at Sullivan Athletic Field.   
 
PROGRAM REPORTS:  Wendy said that the teeball and softball programs have started 
and they are going well. 
 
Last night the Special Needs Bowling Banquet was held at Sunrise Park and it was a very 
nice event.  Wendy thanked Donna for the nice job she did and also Carol and Cindy for 
their help. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Summer Camps & Programs:  Wendy said that all the booklets are out and the on-line 
information is also available.  The registrations are on par with last year.  One program is 
already sold out – Once Upon a Cake.  The department was able to have the instructor 
add another class.  Wendy said that she is hoping to do an insert in the June issue of the  
Suffield Observer to generate more advertising for the camps. 
 
Wendy said that she is updating the staff manual for our summer staff.  The update is 
regarding social media.  Wendy said she has worked with the school to model a policy 
similar to the school policy.  The bullying section will also be enhanced and it will also 
be addressed in staff training. 
 
The staff is hired.  We are still looking for a waterfront director.  The commission 
discussed the duties, salary, certifications and responsibility of the position and Wendy 
brought up the fact that the programs are held at a pond not a pool. 
 
Kerri asked about the digital backpack and how items get lost in the list.  Wendy said she 
will talk with the school about refreshing the listing. 
 
Lights on Field:  Wendy said that the Suffield Soccer Club is possibly looking to put the 
lights on the Packard Field.  Wendy said she met with Mark Cervione, Travel Soccer 
Club representative.  Wendy said that it would be a good idea to have the subcommittee 
meet with Mark and Raj Gosh (President of the Travel Soccer Club) and then present the 
information to the commission at the June meeting.  Some of the main questions are who 
will be paying for the lights-electricity, when will the lights be used, who will use the 
field and when, etc. 
 
Lou joined the meeting. 
 
The commission discussed the light situation, previous meetings, who will use the field, 
when the field will be used, and various other possible situations.  The commission 
discussed when a subcommittee meeting could be scheduled.  Wendy said that she would 
contact the people involved and try to set something up. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Officer Elections:  Kerri made a motion to table the Officer Elections to the June 
meeting.  Cindy seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
 
Leeayn asked about the skate board park.  Wendy said that she met with Peter Black, 
Youth Services Director, regarding the fact that young children were afraid to skate at the 
skatepark due to older youth.  The situation has been addressed for the present time.   
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Wendy said that there has been a problem with youth bringing structures to the park.  
Mark has removed them and a sign will be posted regarding this. 
 
Lou asked about the children’s golf program in regard to how many participants are in 
the program.  Wendy said that the max was 12 but a parent came with a sibling and we 
had a waiting list child so the instructor took the additional children for a total of 14 and 
two instructors.  
 
Lou also asked about the tennis court repairs.  Wendy said that she would find out and get 
back to Lou.  Wendy also said that if the A.C.C.E. money is approved we may get the 
courts renovated. 
 
Mike made a motion to adjourn and Kerri seconded it.  The meeting was adjourned at 
6:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Leeayn Burke, Clerk  


