
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
MEETING MINUTES 

MEETING OF MARCH 8, 2011 
 

PRESENT:    Art Christian, Chairman 
     Glenn Neilson, Vice Chairman 

Norm John Noble 
Tom Heffernan 
Brian Casinghino 

      
CONSULTANT:   Keith Morris 
 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER-7:00 P.M. 
 
Chairman Art Christian called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and consultant 
Keith Morris read the agenda. 
 
AMENDMENT: 

 
Permit # 1556 – Town of Suffield – Agriscience Animal facility/Walkway.  This 
property is located on the north side of Sheldon Street, nearest intersection 
being Rosewood Drive.  Assessor’s Map # 23, Block # 24, Lot 15A 
 
Architect Mark Roman updated the Commission on what has taken place since the 
Commission issued its original permit.  The US Army Corps of Engineers and 
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection were going to require 
additional permits based on the culvert design.  The new design calls for a bridge 
over Devine Brook which shall be built with no equipment entering wetland areas.  
The bridge will be built on piles from one side to the other with the wood material 
being environmentally friendly.  Mr. Roman showed the Commission pictures of 
typical bridge construction.  Consultant Keith Morris stated that the bridge will 
result in much less impact to wetland areas then what was originally approved. 
 
Engineer Ozzie Torres went over the revised drainage calculations.  Commissioner 
Neilson asked about the impact on the 100 year storm.  Mr. Torres said there would 
not be any impact on the 100 year storm from the proposed bridge.  Consultant 
Keith Morris informed the Commission that town Engineer Gerry Turbet has 
reviewed the new design and has issued a memo.  His opinion is that the new design 
has less impact on wetland areas and existing drainage then what was originally 
approved. 
 
Mark Welch stated that his structural engineer will review the final bridge design 
that is submitted by the company that is awarded the contract.  The bridge will be 
105’ long.  A lenghty discussion followed on who will stamp the final plans and be 
responsible for the bridge design. 
 



After discussion, Commissioner Neilson made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Noble, to conceptually approve the revised plans with the following 
conditions: 
 

1. All conditions of the original permit issued on November 15, 2010 remain in 
affect. 

 
2. As per the Town Engineer’s request, as outlined in his memo to the 

Commission dated March 8, 2011, the applicant shall submit details on the 
bridge end wall design and construction. 

 
The motion was made and carried unanimously. 

  
This property is located on the north side of Sheldon Street, nearest intersection 
being Rosewood Drive.  Assessor’s Map 23, Block 24, Lot b15A.  This permit is 
granted as a Summary Ruling as the project does include wetland impacts.  This 
permit will expire on March 9, 2014.  The filing fee has been waived. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None 

 
CONSULTANT’S REPORT 
 
Consultant Keith Morris updated the Commission on the DEP workshops that have 
been scheduled.  A discussion followed on construction taking place on North Stone 
Street.  Art updated the Commission on the contract of Park Superintendent Tom 
Drakeley.  Consultant Morris read into the minutes a letter from Eagle Scout 
Nathan Muska thanking the Commission for their contribution and assistance in his 
Eagle Scout project involving installing new windows in the pavilion at Sunrise 
Park. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JANUARY 11, 2011 

 
Commissioner Neilson made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  
Commissioner Noble seconded the motion which was made and carried 
unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Commissioner Casinghino made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Heffernan and was made and carried unanimously.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Tom Heffernan 


