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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 

MARCH 19, 2015 

 

Present: Bob Brooks, Brian Fitzgerald, Bobbie Kling, Jeff Kew, and Brian Dudack. 

Absent:  Bob Parks. First Selectman Ed McAnaney was also in attendance. Chairman 

Brooks called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.   

 

Approval of Minutes from March 12, 2015 Regular Meeting   

Mr. Fitzgerald made a motion to accept the minutes of the March 12th Regular Meeting 

of the Charter Revision Commission (CRC) as presented. Mr. Dudack seconded the 

motion. Vote 4-0 in favor with Ms. Kling abstaining as she missed the last meeting. 

 

Correspondence Received: None 

 

Public Comment: Ms. Christine Rago of 22 Brookside Drive stated that it is time for a 

Town Manager. She said that the Town needs a person who is trained to manage the 

Town not a political person elected. She said she has come to this conclusion over time. 

 

Chairman Books stated that Charles Watras has been appointed as the seventh member 

of the CRC. Mr. Brooks will meet with him to provide documents and background. 

 

Referendum threshold and Town Meeting process for sending an issue to 

referendum 

 

Mr. Kew stated that the current threshold is too high and he believed that everyone was 

in agreement not to change the petition percentage for the budget referendum. 

 

Mr. Fitzgerald agreed that the Annual Budget has its own process. Discussion followed 

about changing the number of signatures needed from 10% to 8% of registered voters. 

Mr. Fitzgerald said it was 8% prior to the 2001 Charter Revision. No one was sure 

exactly why it was changed in 2001.  Mr. Kew suggested that the percentage be lowered 

to 5% or 6%. Mr. Fitzgerald noted that changing the percentage makes the power flow 

from one body to another. Mr. Fitzgerald would like to see a timeframe established on 

the earliest date a petition can be started. Suggestions were made to allow the petition to 

start after the Town Meeting – signatures before that would be void. Mr. Dudack said 

there should be a double threshold - meaning that the number of voters at the 

referendum should at least equal the number of required signatures for the petition. The 

reason for a referendum is to get the opinion of a broader number of the electorate. The 

Board of Selectmen (BoS) would like the ability to send an issue directly to a 

Referendum. Today the BoS recommends the issue to the Board of Finance (BoF); the 

BoF approves the item (if they don’t there can be a petition); the BoS sends to a Town 

Meeting where a vote of yes or no takes place. The BoS can then vote to send to a 

Referendum. If the BoS doesn’t send to referendum the electorate can petition for a 

referendum. The State Statute and previous charters (before 2001) allowed for an 
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adjourned Town Meeting. This allowed the Town Meeting to act as the Public Hearing 

to educate the electorate on an issue and then the Town Meeting would be adjourned 

without a vote. The vote would take place soon after at the referendum. Today the town 

votes at the Town Meeting but the vote can be overridden at the referendum. Mr. 

Fitzgerald is not in favor of calling the residents out twice to vote. 

  

Town Director’s reporting relationships 

 

Chairman Brooks distributed some possible language to describe the limited power of 

the First Selectman to supervise town employees who were also subject to town 

commission authority. He added that it could be used to give the First Selectman the 

limited power to supervise appointed Town Directors: 

 

“The First Selectman shall be directly responsible for the administration of all offices 

and agencies and in charge of persons appointed by him or the Board of Selectmen and 

shall supervise and direct the same.” 

Another issue discussed was the remaining powers of the commission, one task being 

their advising on the hiring of the police or fire chief. Mr. Brooks distributed something 

that he found in the Simsbury charter 

The Police, (could also be used for Fire, Library etc.) Commission shall recommend to 

the Board of Selectmen who shall appoint and may remove, in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 7-278 of the General Statutes, (Simsbury language on appt of 

police chief).  

Mr. McAnaney suggested changing the words shall to may so that the Town is not 

forced to accept the Commission’s recommendation. Mr. Fitzgerald suggested that 

language for an interview committee be included in an internal Human Resource 

document and not defined in the charter. 

 

Chairman Brooks said he would like to vote to see the members’ position on the 

conceptual language after Easter when the whole commission is available. Mr. Kew 

asked that changing the term of the Board of Selectmen be discussed at the next meeting 

as that would impact how he would vote on the conceptual items previously discussed. 

 

Ms. Kling moved to adjourn. Mr. Fitzgerald seconded. After a unanimous vote, the 

meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Trase 

Recording Secretary 


